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ENSEMBLES FOR CONVENTION - TMTA/SA 
PIANO 

 
Purpose:  

To stimulate interest in ensemble preparation and performance, emphasizing teamwork skills 
such as group listening, counting, memorization, and following a conductor.  To provide an 
opportunity for highly motivated students to represent the excellent quality of CCMTA teachers 
in a polished ensemble performance at the annual TMTA convention. 

 
Eligibility:   

1. Students must be studying with a TMTA teacher (from registration through performance).   
2. Teachers who are not members of CCMTA must have the CCMTA Ensemble Chairman’s 

permission to register students in CCMTA ensembles.  
3. All students must be registered Student Affiliate members, and must have passed their 

required theory test with a minimum score of 70.   
 

Theory Requirements for Ensemble: 

A. Students in Grade 1 must pass the level one test. 
B. Students in Grades 2, 3, and 4 must pass at either current school grade level or ONE 

level below. 
C. Students in Grades 5-12 must pass the test at a minimum of level 4.  Such students 

must advance at least one level higher each successive year and may skip levels until 
they reach their current grade level. (See TMTA-SA Handbook for detailed rules). 

D. Post-12th grade students are exempt from the theory requirements. 
 

All ensemble students are STRONGLY encouraged to take the Fall theory test so that if they 
score less than 70, they may have another opportunity to retest in the Spring.  This is 
especially important for students in grades 8-12 because passing the theory test not only 
allows them to participate in the high school ensemble, but their score may also make it 
possible for younger or older students to participate in the high school group.   

This is due to the TMTA 75% Rule which states,  

“Younger or older students may perform in a high school ensemble, providing 75% of the 
students in the ensemble are in grades 8 through 12.”  This ratio works out to be 1 younger or 
older student for every 3 students in the 8th-12th grades. 

4. If you have students younger than 8th grade or older than 12th grade who want to 
perform in the High School ensemble, please contact the Ensemble Chairman 
immediately.  DO NOT WAIT UNTIL DECEMBER REGISTRATION. 

The high school ensemble will take as many younger or older students as possible while 
adhering to the 75% rule and will audition them in order based on the date their teachers 
notified the Ensemble Chairman of their desire to participate. 
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Criteria: 

Students will be selected to participate in the ensemble program based on their ensemble 
audition.  Students who do not know their music will not be selected. Students with a history of 
problems from past ensemble performances (i.e., uncooperative attitude, not memorizing 
music, missing rehearsals without the ensemble director’s permission in advance, etc.) may 
either be put on probation or not selected. The ensemble director retains the right to determine 
the length of the probation period. If students on probation do not cooperate and do not 
demonstrate good attendance and accurate learning and memorization of the music, they will 
be dropped from the ensemble.      

 

Teacher Responsibilities:  

1. Teachers are responsible for adequately preparing students for the audition. 
2. Each director will keep participating teachers up-to-date by sending them the same 

practice reminders that are sent to all of the students in an ensemble.  If a particular 
student needs other help, the director will contact the student’s teacher and 
communicate the need.  Teachers are responsible for reinforcing the ensemble’s 
practice reminders and offering help as needed to fix their own student’s individual 
difficulties. 

3. Score revision - With the ensemble director’s permission (at least 14 days before the 
audition), teachers may revise the score for the benefit of a student who has physical 
limitations.  This includes dropping notes from octaves or large chords, moving notes to 
another hand or increasing font size.  No notes may be added. 

4. Audition Day - Participating teachers are required to help on audition day. Teachers who 
cannot attend auditions must send in their place another teacher or a parent from their 
studio.  

 

Audition Day:  

1. Students will perform in a private audition for the director of the ensemble.  
2. Students will be required to perform either the entire piece, hands together, or a pre-

determined portion of a longer piece.   
3. Memory is not required on audition day.  
4. If selected to participate, the student and parent will sign a commitment agreement. 
5. Students may be measured for a costume.  Payment for the costume will be due at this 

time.  
6. The parent and student will receive contact information, a copy of the commitment 

agreement, costume information, a rehearsal schedule and other information concerning 
the upcoming TMTA convention.   
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Rehearsals:   

1. Music must be memorized BEFORE the first rehearsal.   
2. Rehearsals typically will last about 60 minutes each and will occur at a location with 

enough pianos to accommodate all ensemble members.  

3. In order to perform at the convention concert, students MUST attend:  
A. Local rehearsals  
B. Pre-convention CCMTA ensemble dress rehearsal and concert 
C. TMTA convention dress rehearsal  

 
Pre-convention Performance:  

This concert allows CCMTA members and families an opportunity to hear the ensembles 
perform before they leave for convention.  Students MUST attend the local CCMTA pre-
convention dress rehearsal and concert in order to receive their ensemble pin and bar. 

 
Convention Performance:   

A dress rehearsal and concert for each ensemble will be scheduled during the last three days 
of the convention (Friday, Saturday, and Sunday).  Notification of specific dates and times will 
be sent later by TMTA officials.  Students MUST attend the dress rehearsal in order to perform 
at the convention concert.  A professional group photograph will be taken immediately after the 
dress rehearsal. 

 

Convention Information:   

1. Students will perform on grand pianos in a concert setting at the convention.  
2. Participants will wear costumes that represent the theme of the selection performed. 
3. All participants will be responsible for the cost of their own hotel, meals, transportation and 

costumes. 
4. Convention registration fees for the student are included in the ensemble fees (see 

Yearbook).   
5. Parents, and other family members will need to pay convention registration fees in order 

to be allowed into the concert.  Parents are STRONGLY urged to pre-register for the 
convention on-line at TMTA.org.  (This will save a lot of time and stress on their first day 
at the convention.)  

6.  Please remember to remind parents of students performing to register for TMTA online as 
a guest and to pick up their badge 30-45 minutes prior to the concert in order to enter the 
performance. 
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Registration:    

Teachers will register students by going to TMTA.org website (TMTA  Sign in Dashboard) 
and updating their Dashboard information on the students who will be participating.   

1. Fill in all fields for each student. 

2. Double-check all information for accuracy. 

3. After filling out the TMTA.org information.  Go to CCMTA.org  Members  Forms and 
select “Ensembles for Convention Registration Form”.  Fill out and submit by the deadline 
listed in the Yearbook. 

4.  If you wish to have a record of your student registrations:  Once you are finished 
enrolling students, please send an email to the Chair indicating you would like a 
spreadsheet.  The Chair will then within 24 hours send you a spread sheet of your 
registration information.  It is the teacher’s responsibility to ask for this because it is not 
apparent on the big spreadsheet who has and has not received a record of their 
registrations.  Please be patient with the Chair, as this is a big job. 

5.  Combine all students’ registration fees (see Yearbook) into 1 check made payable to   
CCMTA and send to the Chairman postmarked by the deadline in the Yearbook.  Please 
indicate “Ensemble” on the memo line.  

 
 
 
 
TMTA Ensemble Award:      

An engraved plaque and a cash award will be presented to any student who has participated in 
SA ensembles at State Convention for 9 years.  Students participating for 10, 11, and 12 years 
will also be awarded a cash prize and a bar to be added to the 9-year plaque. (See TMTA/SA 
Handbook for exact monetary amounts).   

 
Elizabeth Morris Ensemble Scholarship:    

A cash award presented to any graduating SA senior who has participated in State Ensembles 
for 12 years.  This award is in addition to the 12-year award listed above.  (See TMTA/SA 
Handbook for more details and monetary amounts). 

Presentation of the above awards will be made at the end of the Saturday night 
ensemble concert at the TMTA convention in June. 

 
Recognition Ribbon:    

Students who have participated in State Ensembles from 5 to 12 years will receive a 
recognition ribbon to attach to the convention badge. 
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Ensemble Award Application:      
By May 1st, submit the following to the Ensemble Coordinator (see TMTA/SA Handbook for 
name and address): 

1. Complete Ensemble Award form (TMTA.org website). 
2. A signed photo release form. 
3. Please also send a digital 2X3 photograph of the student with their: 

A. Name 
B. Grade 
C. Years of participation 
D. Teacher name 
E. Local association 

 

Send the photo as an email attachment to the Ensemble Coordinator.  Please label the 
attachment with the name of the student. 


