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DR. FRED AND WANDA PAULING PIANO COMPETITION - CCMTA  

This Competition is in memory of the late Dr. Fred Pauling (a Cardiovascular Surgeon for 45 years), and a 
tribute to the many wonderful pianists in Wanda Pauling’s life:  Sarah Mills and Elizabeth Stevens (sisters), 
Laurie Haysworth (family friend) and Kathryn Stevens (granddaughter).

Wanda’s goal is to inspire and encourage high school pianists on to even greater accomplishments in 
music. 

Wanda and Fred have been arts supporters and the donors of the Steinway L Grand Piano housed in the 
Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine Arts.  

Purpose:   To encourage and award outstanding musical achievement and musicianship in the High 
School pianist.   

Eligibility:         1.  All high school participants (grades 9-12) must be students of Active members of  
               CCMTA.   
     2.  Students must hold SA membership and demonstrate a theory score of 70 or  
                  above for their current grade level in the TMTA Whitlock Music Theory exam.   

     3.  Students will apply in 1 of 2 divisions:  Junior Division - grades 9 & 10  
                      Senior Division - grades 11 & 12. 

Criteria:   Each participant must play 2 memorized pieces from contrasting periods.  Periods  
Include:  Baroque, Classical, Romantic, Impressionistic, and Contemporary.  No Pop, or 
original compositions accepted.  

Special  
Instructions:   1.  There are two rounds to this competition:  Preliminary and Final.  
  2.  In the event that there are more than 9 students in a division auditioning for the  
                               Preliminary Round, Judges will choose the top six performers to represent that division  
                               to advance to Finals.  In the the event that there are 9 or fewer students in a division  
                               then judges have the discretion to send as many as they think are ready to the Final  
                               Round. 

             3.  Ideally, there will be a warm-up piano, but depending on the venue, that may not be  
                              possible. 
            2.  All music must be memorized. 

           3.  No photocopies allowed.   

           4.  Please number measures and have pieces tabbed so they may be easily found  
                by the judges.   
           5.  No student names should appear on the music (cover these if necessary).  Students        
    will be identified by contestant number. 
           6.  The student who is awarded 1ST place in the JUNIOR FINALS must proceed the  
    following year to the SENIOR Auditions regardless of grade level.  A first place winner in     
    the SENIOR FINALS must sit out 1 year before participating again. 

          7.  ALL Judging decisions are final.   

Revised 2018



                                                                                                CCMTA Pauling Piano Competition Page �   2
  

          8.  Students auditioning in the Preliminary Round are required to stay for the Final  
               Round even if they are not Finalists. 

Audition Day 
Set up:   1.  Preliminary Round: 

 1.  All contestants will perform two pieces privately for the judges (and a time    
      keeper).  Junior division students will play first, then Senior division students. 
 2.  Performers may decide the order of their selections. 
 3.  Each performer will be allowed to play 3 minutes of each selection. 

 4.  Judges will decide who will play on the Final Round and which piece will be  
      played in it’s entirety. 
 5.  Finalists and their selection for the Final Round will be announced. 

2.  Final Round:  
 1.  The Final Round will immediately follow the announcement of performers and  
                   their selections.   

 2.  Junior division performers will play first and there will be a 5 minute break  
      (intermission) while the judges decide the winners. 
 3.  Senior division performers will perform after the short intermission.  There will  
                  be a short 5-10 minute break at the end while judges decide the winners, and  
                  checks are written. 
 4.  Winners will be announced for each division and checks handed to the winners  
                  at that time.  
   
    ALL JUDGES DECISIONS ARE FINAL. 

                           
Registration:   By the deadline listed in the Yearbook, complete the on-line registration form at  
                          (CCMTA.Org – See Forms) and submit payment to the Pauling Piano Contest Chair as  
                          per the instructions listed in the Yearbook. 
   

1.  When filling out the on-line registration form please be very careful and document the  
      performance time accurately.  Time only the length of the pieces, additional minutes  
      will be added by the chairman to allow for warm-up, etc. 

2.  Send 1 check (made payable to CCMTA) for all students enrolled from your  
                  studio.  Please indicate “Pauling Piano Contest” on the memo line. 

3.  Please download the Pauling Piano Critique Sheet off the CCMTA.org website (you will  
     find the form under “Handbook”) and fill out two forms per student.   
     Paperclip the forms to the front of the music and send with the student on the day of  
     performance.  

4.  A FINALS critique sheet like the ones used in the 1st Audition will be filled out by the   
    Judges and used to make their final decisions. 

Monitoring:   Teachers who enroll students need to be available for monitoring, if needed.  
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Awards:           1.  Certificates of Participation are given to all who Audition. 
  
    2.  1st Place in each level will get a $300 check  
      2nd Place in each level will get a $200 check 
      3rd Place in each level will get a $150 check 
      4th Place in each level will get a $100 check 
      1st Honorable Mention will get a $50 check  
                  2nd Honorable Mention will get a $25 check 
  

Coda:               1.  Critique sheets will be given to the teacher for review with the student at a later date. 
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